FAMILY TENDENCIES — LOVE ASPECTS
whole of the subsequent love life of the individual, as well as
of many of the activities which lie apparently far removed
from the sphere of love or sex; secondly, given the existence
of this attachment, what are the further influences which have
brought about its repression—a repression that corresponds
in strength and influence to the importance of the positive
impulse to which it is opposed.
. Let us consider first the positive side of the love attitude.
The influences which, we may suggest, play an important part
in bringing about a strong tendency to the formation of
incestuous affections in the human mind may be most con-
veniently grouped under a number of separate heads.
(1)	First in time and perhaps also  in  importance  would
seem to be a group of factors connected with the long period
of infancy,   childhood  and youth, which  characterises,   to  a
greater or a less extent, all branches of the human race. During
this long period,   the  child is,  as  we  have  more  than once
emphasised,  wholly or partially dependent on its parents for
the satisfaction of its needs. Now it is a fundamental tendency
of the mind to  experience  pleasure  in connection with,  and
generally to appreciate,  those objects which administer to,  or
are associated with, the basic needs and requirements of the
organism; *. e. the mind tends naturally to react towards these
objects in a manner which,  at a higher level of development,
we should designate as love1. It is not altogether surprising
then that, the parents being for many years associated with
the fulfilment of the great majority  of  conscious needs,  the
nascent love of  the  child should  be  directed  to them in a
greater measure than to any other object.
(2)	It is a pretty generally recognised fact that—in virtue
of a process  which McDougall2 has conveniently  designated
primitive sympathy—among the stimuli which are most effective
in producing any given feeling or emotion are the manifestations
of that feeling or emotion in some other person or persons.
Now it is generally admitted by psychologists that the presence
1 Cp. in this connection Abraham, "Untersuchungen fiber die frflheste
pragenitale Entwicklungstufe der Libido", Zeitsckrift fur arstliche Psycho-
analyse, 1916, IV. Also Freud, "Sammlung kleiner Schriften zur Neurosen-
lehre", IV, 274.
* "Social Psychology", 91.
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